MINUTES OF THE
FOREST ACRES CITY COUNCIL 
February 10, 2026

Mayor Tom Andrews, Mayor Pro-tem Haskell Kibler, Council members David Black, Stephen Oliver, and Ryan Newton were present, along with City Administrator Shaun Greenwood, Assistant City Administrator Kendall Adams, Finance Director Brittany Adams, Police Chief Don Robinson, and City Attorney Will Dillard. 

Mayor Tom Andrews called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

1.   Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
Council member Stephen Oliver led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

2. New Business
a. Resolution acknowledging and honoring AC Flora Girls Tennis 4A State Championship Title
Mayor Andrews presented the AC Flora Girls Tennis team with a Resolution acknowledging their State Championship win.

b. Resolution acknowledging and honoring AC Flora Competitive Cheer 4A State Championship Title
Mayor Pro-tem Kibler presented the AC Flora Girls Competitive Cheer team with a Resolution acknowledging their State Championship win.

c. Presentation by the Sertoma Club
Sertoma Club members presented the Public Safety Foundation with a grant donation of $2,000.00 to help replace AEDs at the Forest Acres Police Department. 

d. Presentation by the Forest Acres Public Safety Foundation of Employee of the Year
Council member and Foundation Chair Ryan Newton and Chief Don Robinson presented Sgt. Leighton Jenny as Employee of the Year. 

Public Hearing:
      AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF FOREST ACRES, STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
      PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT OF THE BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF FOREST ACRES
      FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 AND AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE
      SCHEDULE
City Attorney Will Dillard opened the hearing at 6:21 pm stating that the purpose of the public hearing is to entertain public comments on a Fiscal Year 2025-2026 budget amendment. City Administrator Shaun Greenwood said that the purpose of the amendment is for the purchase of a garbage truck, back stocking grant funds that have not been disbursed by the Federal Government due to the recent shut down, a yard debris truck, GPS software, a work order tracking system, and a few personnel costs. With there being no questions or concerns either in favor or opposition to the budget amendment from either Council or the public, Mr. Dillard closed the public hearing at 6:24 pm.

4. Approval of Minutes
a. City Council Meeting January 13, 2026
On a motion by Mr. Black seconded by Mr. Kibler, Council unanimously approved the minutes as amended. 
b. Special City Council Meeting January 5, 2026
On a motion by Mr. Black seconded by Mr. Kibler, Council unanimously approved the minutes as amended.
c. Special City Council Meeting January 6, 2026
On a motion by Mr. Black seconded by Mr. Kibler, Council unanimously approved the minutes as amended. 




5. Mayor’s Issues & City Projects
a. Follow up from Community Forum Discussion
i. Atascadero  – Paving
Mr. Greenwood reported that he reached out to SCDOT and has not received a clear answer regarding the completion of the paving. 
ii. Vanwood – Debris Pile
Mr. Greenwood said that the debris pile has been remedied. 
iii. Bethel Church – Incompatible Businesses
Mr. Greenwood said this item was a resident complaint requesting the city to do something regarding what they consider the clustering of inappropriate businesses. 

6. New Business, continued
e. 	Deferral of public hearing on proposed amendments to Covenant Crossing Neighborhood Center
	overlay subdistrict
	On a motion by Mr. Oliver seconded by Mr. Black, Council unanimously agreed to defer this item. 

f. 	First Reading: AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF FOREST ACRES, STATE OF SOUTH
	CAROLINA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 21 (UNIFIED
	DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE) TO PROHIBIT SMOKE OR VAPE SHOPS AND SALES OF
	BEER, WINE, AND LIQUOR IN THE COVENANT CROSSING NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER
	OVERLAY SUBDISTRICT
On a motion by Mr. Kibler seconded by Mr. Oliver, Council unanimously refer this item back to the Planning Commission for further consideration.

g. 	First Reading: AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF FOREST ACRES, STATE OF SOUTH
	CAROLINA, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF FOREST ACRES,
	BE AMENDED BY REVISING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE VII, PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES,
	IN ORDER TO UPDATE AND AMEND THE CITY’S PROCEDURES FOR COMPETITIVE
	BIDDING AND PROCUREMENT OF CONTRACTS AND SERVICES
	Following a brief discussion, on a motion by Mr. Black seconded by Mr. Kibler, Council unanimously 	approved the ordinance.

h. 	Discussion of potential ordinance related to the use of goats for prescribed grazing
	Mr. Greenwood said that we have made some changes to the City of Columbia ordinance model for Forest 	Acres for Council to consider. A change requested by staff is to extend a permit if necessary for additional 	vegetation removal. Council discussion ensued. 

i. Discussion of a Memorial Program on City Property
	Mr. Greenwood reported that Lynnsey Baker, Director of Communications, researched this request. Mr. 	Greenwood’s recommendation is that the memorial be posthumous and include a civic contribution. He asked 	Council to review the research for the next Council meeting. 

j. 	Appointments:
a.  Public Safety Foundation
			i. Open Position (August 2027)
			ii. Open Position (March 2028)
	Mr. Greenwood stated that currently we do not have any applications, however, we will post that we 	have two open seats.

i. Old Business
a. 	Second Reading: AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF FOREST ACRES, STATE OF SOUTH
	CAROLINA, PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT OF THE BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF FOREST
	ACRES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 AND AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE
	SCHEDULE
	On a motion by Mr. Black, seconded by Mr. Oliver, Council unanimously approved the ordinance 	amendment. 

b. 	Second Reading: AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF FOREST ACRES, STATE OF SOUTH
	CAROLINA, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF FOREST ACRES,
	BE AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION OF SAID CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE
	ANNEXATION OF 6100 SYLVAN DRIVE, RICHLAND COUNTY TAX MAP NUMBER 
	14114-11-11
	On a motion by Mr. Kibler seconded by Mr. Oliver, Council unanimously approved the annexation. 

7. City Administrator Report
a. Richland Mall Update
Mr. Greenwood reported a site contractor has been chosen, and they continue to remove more concrete. 

b. City Parks 
Citadel Park remains closed until April 1, 2026, for renovation. The signage and lighting work is going on at Quinine Park. 

c. Grants
	Assistant City Administrator Kendall Adams stated that we are executing the $52,000 SCORF grant. The 	funds are from the opioid settlement. We are partnering with Oliver Gospel and will be initiating an anti-drug 	campaign  with our PD and other police departments. We will also be targeting our youth with an anti-drug 	marketing program.

	We will be moving into the next year for the state grants. We will identify what the state funding is for and 	will be applying for those state grants. 

d. Sweep the Acres
The 5th Annual Sweep the Acres event is scheduled for March 28, 2026. Lynnsey Baker said that a social media push is in the works. We have new sponsorships this year from Handles and Lazy Daisy coffee shop. 

8. Finance Director Report: Monthly Financial Report
Brittany Adams reported that we recognize 58% of our budget. We are at 38% of revenue and at 55% of expenses. 

9. Police Chief’s Report:
       Chief Robinson reported 2025 crime statistics and traffic analysis. 

10. Community Forum:
Resident and Forest Acres Clerk of Court Michelle Morrison thanked Chief Robinson, Lt. Fancher, Sgt. Jenny, and Sgt. Berry for hand delivering Jury Trial cancellation letters to jurors due to the recent ice storm. 

Resident Joseph Powell reported erosion around a culvert on Sunnyside Drive and large cracks in the pavement. He stated that there is also a manhole sized hole that could be quite dangerous. He also mentioned a question he would like to have input regarding conditional zoning which would allow guard rails for certain types of development and clear cutting a property that is going to be developed. 

Resident William Brantley asked about utility trucks parking overnight on residential streets. Mr. Greenwood said that any commercial vehicle more than nineteen feet long are not allowed to park in residential areas. 

Non-resident Riley Edenbeck introduced herself as a new reporter for the Post and Courier. She covers business and government in Northeast Columbia and Forest Acres area. 

11. Council Items: 
Council member Oliver mentioned the memorial at Gill’s Creek Park for former long term council member Shell Suber. He also asked about stop sign warning signs and the length of time they are required. Mr. Greenwood said that SCDOT leaves them if they are necessary. Mr. Oliver asked about the cleaning of dirty street signs. Mr. Adams said he will reach out and follow-up.


12. Executive Session:
        On a motion by Mr. Oliver seconded by Mr. Black, Council agreed to go into Executive Session at 7:30 pm. 

a. 	Receipt of legal advice related to claims and potential claims and other matters covered by Attorney
	Client Privilege:
		i. Olde Park Retaining Wall
	ii. Sewer Easement on City Property – Mr. Newton recused himself from the discussion of this item due to a professional conflict
		iii. Proposed zoning overlay amendment

b. 	Discussion of contractual matters related to:
		i. Potential purchase of property
		ii. Potential purchase of software related to Code Enforcement and Work Order Tracking

NOTE: Items discussed in Executive Session may result in action by City Council upon its return to general session. 

On a motion by Mr. Newton and seconded by Mr. Black Council unanimously agreed to return to general session. 

City Attorney Will Dillard made mention that Council member Ryan Newton recused himself from the discussion on the Sewer Easement on City Proerty due to a conflict. 

On a motion by Mr. Oliver seconded by Mr. Black, Council unanimously authorized the City Administrator and City Attorney to initiate a code enforcement litigation related to the Olde Park retaining wall as discussed in Executive Session. 

On a motion by Mr. Kibler seconded by Mr. Oliver, Council unanimously approved a contract related to the purchase of software for Code Enforcement and Work Order Tracking as discussed in Executive Session and authorized the City Administrator to sign the contract. 

13.   Adjourn
        On a motion by Mr. Newton seconded by Mr. Oliver, Council unanimously agreed to adjourn at 9:13 pm.


Respectfully submitted,




Maria Queen
HR Director/Assistant City Clerk
City of Forest Acres
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